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Dr. Sandra L. Lemmon Appointed as Superintendent Beginning July 1 

The Southern York County School District Board of Education approved Dr. 
Sandra Lemmon as the new Superintendent of Schools beginning July 1, 
2014.  Current Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Thomas Hensley, will be 
retiring at the conclusion of this school year. 

Dr. Lemmon has served as the Assistant Superintendent for the School 
District for the past three years.  In addition, Dr. Lemmon served the 
Southern York County School District as the Director of Curriculum & 
Instruction and Principal at Shrewsbury Elementary School.  

Board President Robert Schefter ‘88 stated, “Dr. Lemmon has a proven 
record of strong and enthusiastic leadership and has been able to successfully supervise, create, and 
develop highly effective instructional and curriculum programs.  Her exceptional human relation 
skills and strong understanding of data analysis and best instructional practices have resulted in 
outstanding student achievement.”  “Dr. Lemmon has demonstrated a genuine commitment to serve 
the Board, students, parents, teachers, staff, and community.”   

Retiring Superintendent Dr. Thomas Hensley stated, “Dr. Lemmon’s extensive experiences in 
coordinating, developing, and evaluating curriculum, as well as, organizing District-wide projects in 
the areas of instruction, assessment, and staff development make her the perfect fit for the 
position.”  “While her skills and experiences are impressive, it is her love of children and her belief 
that every child can succeed is what makes her an exceptional person and educator.”  

 

Southern York County School District Presents Annual Jazz Fest 

The Southern York County School District’s Band Boosters will present the 
14th Annual Jazz Fest Saturday, April 26, 2014, at Shrewsbury Elementary 
School. This year’s program features the Susquehannock High School Jazz 
Band, directed by Chris Poole and the Southern Middle School Jazz Band, 
directed by Justin Presley. Entertainment will also be provided with 
performances from five bands, including the jazz bands of Kennard-Dale, 
York Suburban and South Western High Schools, Sudbrook Magnet Middle 
School, and Time Out. 

The Jazz Fest is held in a coffee house atmosphere, with members of the Susquehannock High 
School band program serving as the wait staff. A selection of specialty coffees, teas, and desserts 
will be available. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. and performances start at 7:00 p.m. Ticket prices are 
$10.00 for adults, $8.00 for seniors, and $6.00 for students. To reserve tickets or a table for the 
evening, contact Wendy Speir, 717-235-6452, or email her at SHSJAZZFEST@yahoo.com. For more 
information, click here. 
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For a complete listing of Ryan’s credits and 
performance photos, go to www.ryancconnelly.com. 

 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT – RYAN CONNELLY ‘05 
Ryan Connelly is on a mission that only the 
extraordinarily talented attain: to become a 
professional opera singer.  

And it’s not only about the talent (although 
that factor narrows the field exponentially). 
It’s about the patience, uncertainty, and 
very, very hard work. You 
see, the voice doesn’t mature 
for prime operatic roles until 
age 30. So an aspiring primo 
uomo (the male counterpart 
of the prima donna) is, in 
effect, a student for 12 years 
after high school graduation, 
before a viable career path 
even appears. Talk about 
paying your dues! 

As one would expect, the 
focus of Ryan’s high school 
career was music. He was a 
member of the SHS choir, 
select ensemble, and was 
selected for a host of district, 
regional, and state festivals. 
He was a percussionist in the concert band, 
orchestra, and performed in school plays 
and musicals. His favorite role at SHS was 
as Scarecrow in Wizard of Oz. He was also 
a member of the French Club and the 
National Honor Society. 

Outside of school, Ryan was active in the 
summer music program at Stewartstown 
United Methodist Church, where he 
performed for 10 years, beginning in third 
grade. “I didn’t go away for summer 
vacation, he remembers. “I went to 
Stewartstown.”  

He credits his Susky drama director Chris 
Quigley for honing his interest in solo on-
stage vocal performance, introducing him to 
the thrill of mastering a difficult role, and 
nailing it before a live audience. He also 
acknowledges the full-time faculty – Mrs. 
Yeater, Mr. Poole, Mr. McGarvey, Mr. 
Nicholson – for their excellent preparation 
and high standards. His voice coaches 
frequently complement him on his remarkable 
sense of rhythm.  

He also complements Barb Myers, who still 
gives voice lessons in New Freedom, for 

giving him a solid foundation in popular and 
classical voice. 

He says the most influential educational 
experience of his high school career was a 
summer at the Governor’s School of the 
Arts. It was there that he made the 

commitment to opera. 

After graduation in 2005, he 
attended Temple University, 
majoring in voice per-
formance. From there, it was 
on to the prestigious Master’s 
program at the University of 
Cincinnati, where he earned a 
graduate degree in Voice 
Performance in 2011. 

Then, he embarked on the 
difficult road to his dream 
career – a road he’s still on. 

He first earned a place in the 
Spoleto (Italy) Music Festival 
in 2011. There, he had a 
chance to really understand 

the Italian language. He explains, “To sing 
opera well, you must appreciate the 
meaning of the words you’re singing. You’re 
not just making sounds.”  

In fact, part of Ryan’s training included 
studying three languages: Italian, German, 
and French. 

After Spoleto, he worked in the Kentucky 
Opera’s Young Artist Program, Queen City 
Opera, and then to Virginia Opera in the 
Emerging Artist Program.  

He and his wife (an aspiring operatic 
soprano) use Cincinnati as their home base 
and are able to earn a living from their 
performing stipends, supplemented by 
outside income between contracts. He says 
“They don’t call us ‘starving artists’ for 
nothing.” 

But despite the challenges and odds, Ryan 
remains determined to reach his goal. And 
we have no doubt that he will. 

Thanks to Ryan Connelly, Class of 2005, 
for making us Warrior Proud! 
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Best Buds Club Partners with YMCA for Autism Walk 

The Best Buds Club at Susquehannock High School is once again partnering with 
the Southern Branch YMCA for a community day of activities, food, and fun at its 
fourth annual Autism Walk, Saturday, April 26, 2014 at the YMCA in Shrewsbury. 

The free event will take place, rain or shine, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and will 
feature walks around Miller Park. The program also includes face painting, a DJ, a 
bounce house, baked goods, hamburgers, hotdogs, walking tacos, games, sports, 
and raffle baskets.  Participation packets for the Autism Walk are available at each 
of the District’s school offices. Individuals or teams may take part in the walk. For 
more information, contact Karen Somerville at Karen.somerville@sycsd.org. 

 

Susquehannock Student Places Third in PIAA Logo Contest 
Susquehannock High School senior Joey Newton recently 
placed third in a state-wide logo competition that 
commemorates the 100th anniversary of the Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA). Junior and senior 
high school students created the anniversary logo in the 
contest, which drew 481 entries from across the state. The 
winning logo will be used to represent the PIAA through the 
end of this year. 

Newton was recognized at the 2014 PIAA AA Boys’ 
Basketball game on March 22, 2014 at the Hershey Giant 
Center. By placing third, Newton also received $250. 

“I was very excited to hear that I won third place, considering how many people entered the contest,” 
Newton said. “When I started the design, I tried to find something that would fully represent the PIAA and 
that made the project really difficult for me. I then changed my approach and tried to create a clean, 
updated logo, which ended up being successful.” 

Newton designed his winning entry in his Design Seminar class. During the class, students build 
experience and create a portfolio for their careers in the design field, teacher Wade Bowers said. 

“I try to find design contests and opportunities so that students may work on projects for real world 
experience.” Bowers said. “Joey is a very talented graphic designer, who created a very modern, sleek 
design for the PIAA Logo Contest. He has developed a lot of knowledge and skill throughout his past 
three years. I was very proud to see him place third in the state.” 

 
 

CALLING FOR ALUMNI NEWS – BE A REPORTER
Let us know about things happening in your life or in a classmate’s life that should be shared. Articles 
and profiles that appear in this newsletter often come from alumni. We also seek suggestions for our 
“Alumni Spotlight feature. The newsletter staff also seeks suggestions for features in its “Alumni 
Spotlight” page.  Contact: wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org.  
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Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast  
Joshua Chronister ‘94 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74  Susan Barnhart ‘85 
Todd Stiffler ’85  Anne Druck ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43  
Dave Seitz ‘53  Bob Williams ‘52  Kevin Krebs ‘94  
Mark Rill ‘99  Lisa Myers ‘89  Jeff Garner ‘95  
Roberta Thoman ‘65 Darryl Engler ‘65  Jack Hedrick ‘55  
Daryl McCullough ‘82  Kevin Angle ‘97  Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88  
Eric Thiegs ‘91 Robert Wolf ‘58 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67  
Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego ‘97  Doug Walters ’03  
Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) McCoury  Ron Wolf ‘56 Erica Shallcross ‘08  
John Lewis ‘82  Deb Zang ‘77 

Click here for link to Alumni Pride and other Warrior Webcast features 

 

Stay in Touch With SHS on YouTube 
 

Alumni will also be fascinated with the district’s ‘YouTube’ channel, a showcase for 
the creative talents of Susquehannock students. In addition to alumni features, the 
channel includes a treasure house of productions originally broadcast on the School 
District cable channel 99. Click here for a direct link to the YouTube Channel.  
Warrior T.V. includes Warrior Chats (information for parents and taxpayers); Board 
meeting re-broadcasts and archives); Student Spotlight (student productions); 
Alumni Pride; and Special Features.  

 

SHS Student Signs Soccer Commitment Letter  
 
Susquehannock High School senior Nathan Bilbie recently announced his 
commitment to play soccer when he attends Gordon College, in Wenham, 
Massachusetts, this fall. Bilbie will attend Gordon College as a business 
major. 
(Featured in the photo are Nathan Bilbie, bottom center, along with his parents, Cindy and 
Chris Bilbie. Also pictured, back row, are Boys’ Head Soccer Coach Brett Maxwell, left, and 
Athletic Director Chuck Abbott, right.) 

 
 

SPRING CONCERT SCHEDULE 
April 30 – 7 p.m. Susquehannock Richard D. Hupper Auditorium Susquehannock Band Concert 
May 3 – 12 p.m. Susquehannock Richard D. Hupper Auditorium Student and Alumni Percussion Recital 
May 8 – 7 p.m. Susquehannock Richard D. Hupper Auditorium Susquehannock and Southern Middle Choir Concert 
May 14 – 7 p.m. Susquehannock Richard D. Hupper Auditorium Susquehannock Orchestra Concert 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.southampton.ac.uk/schoolsandcolleges/img/logos/youtube.png&imgrefurl=http://www.southampton.ac.uk/schoolsandcolleges/students_info/&h=500&w=500&sz=95&tbnid=J2tQhdqSu3sXBM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=90&prev=/search?q=you+tube+Logo&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=you+tube+Logo&usg=__jcA_5ePsTSHiS2VHogHgqdNBlA4=&docid=Ndx0WU5tfj1w1M&sa=X&ei=8Uo-UZ3PBcXw0gHlkYHwCg&ved=0CFcQ9QEwBg&dur=602�
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL2F816046CCC51853&feature=plcp�
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SCHOLARSHIP AND GIVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALUMNI 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City           State      Zip ____________________ 

 
 
 

REUNION NEWS 

Class of 1989 25th Reunion August 8-10, 2014 
The 25th class reunion will be the weekend of August 8th 2014. Plans are as follows: Friday Evening: Gathering at Seven’s Bar 
and Grille, New Freedom 7:00 pm – until?  Saturday Evening: Pending.  Sunday Morning: (optional) Breakfast at Mason Dixon 
Restaurant to wish our Out-of-Staters a safe trip home. More details will follow as event gets closer to the date. Contact Sherrie 
Prall at sherbear1420@yahoo.com; 717-345-6621 

Class of 1979 35th Reunion August 16, 2014 
Contact Vicki Zembas at vzembas@comcast.net or 717-578-8794 for more information. 

Class of 1974 40th Reunion October 10-11, 2014 
The 40th class reunion will be held on October 10 & 11, 2014.  The class will be attending the homecoming football game on 
October 10.  A reunion dinner is planned at The Great American Saloon on October 11.  Contact Sherry Hayes Chubb at 
sjc0214@comcast.net , 717-417-6480 

Post your alumni reunion information on the District website at www.sycsd.org. Go to the “Add Reunion Information” page.  Send 
reunion photos to wayne.mccullough@sycsd.org. They will be included in the alumni newsletter. Please include a key to names 

for identification. 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

 

 

Mail to: 

SYCSD Foundation 

PO Box 128 

Glen Rock, PA  17327-0128 

Contribution Allocation Amount 

General Scholarship Fund $ 

The Belinda S. Bensel-Hershey Scholarship $ 

Bill Jones Scholarship $ 

Bob McCoy Memorial Scholarship $ 

Curtis Stermer Memorial Scholarship $ 

Richard “Dick” Amspacher Memorial Scholarship $ 

Eric Gonzales Memorial Scholarship $ 

James Hartenstein, III Memorial Scholarship $ 

You will receive an 

acknowledgement of your gift 

for tax purposes. 

James McKinney Memorial Scholarship $ 

Jeff Hill Memorial Scholarship $ 

Karl Steger Scholarship $ 

Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 

Kenneth J. Alwine Memorial Scholarship $ 

Loretta Rappoldt Memorial Scholarship $ 

Peggy Kingman Memorial Gift $ 

Ron Leese Scholarship $ 

Susquehannock High School Alumni Scholarship $ 

Thomas Kerrigan Memorial Scholarship $ 

Unrestricted Donation $ 

Susquehannock Alumni Field House Project $ 

Other (specify______________________)  

  

Total Contribution $ 
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